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Business Technology Platform 
Value Accelerator

SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Exploring Common Use Cases

The objective of this playbook is to guide customers through understanding SAC for Planning use cases and to

better understand the potential impact of planning use cases.

The playbook will provide guidance on:

• Understanding the basics of SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning

• Solution Overview

• Use case examples and pre-delivered business content

• Where to find additional resources and documentation

• How SAP can support you through this use case exploration
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Value Accelerator

SAP Analytics Cloud (SAC) is a software-as-a-service (SaaS) offering combining 
business intelligence, collaborative enterprise planning, and augmented analytics. 
SAC seamlessly integrates with your data and planning solutions to deliver a 360°
view of your business.

Data Sources & 
Process

Use Case 
Examples

Additional 
Resources

SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning The Basics

Overview

With SAC for Planning, you can bring in 
siloed plans from across the enterprise to 
maintain the integrity of each function yet 
have an end-to-end view to confidently 
drive decisions.

This Value Accelerator is designed to help 
you understand the capabilities of SAC 
planning and the process for getting 
started.
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Business Intelligence vs Planning

Overview

Business Intelligence (BI) uses existing data to 
support business decisions. 

BI applications can exist standalone but benefit 
from data collection when paired with a planning 
solution. 

Connect

Data

Collect

Planning collects or generates new data using 
allocations, calculations or predictive AI. 

Adding to data collection capabilities, the Planning 
application will need the data connectivity 
processes to connect to existing data.

Accordingly, all Planning projects combine both 
Business Intelligence and Planning.
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning: Diff : Business Intelligence and 
Planning

High level comparison 
between the capabilities 
provided to users with 
Business Intelligence (BI) 
licenses and the those 
available to users with 
Planning licenses. 

This can be helpful in 
identifying which users 
may require a planning 
license and for which a BI 
license may suffice. 

Overview
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Steps in the Planning Cycle

Workforce: Staffing Needs, Benefits Analysis, Pension 
Planning, Healthcare Planning, Facilities Planning.

IT: Project Planning, Asset Management, Resource 
Utilization, Cost Allocations, Network and Facilities 
Optimization.

Sales: Territory & Quota Planning, Commissions, Sales 
Forecasting, Account Segmentation, Price and Quote

Supply Chain: Demand Planning, Inventory 
Management, Logistics Optimization, Warehouse 
Management

Marketing: Pricing & Trade Promotions, Product 
Profitability, Loyalty, Campaign Optimization.

Planning touches every aspect of an organization and a wholistic approach is required 
to effectively integrate this information to support strategic and financial plans.  

Overview



7 / 23

2
0
2
0
S
A
P
S
E
o
r
a
n
S
A
P
a
ff
lia

te
c
o
m
p
a
n
y
.A

ll
ri
g
h
ts

re
se

rv
e
d
.

Business Technology Platform 
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Steps in the Planning Cycle

SAP Analytics Cloud for 
Planning can support you 
and your planners 
through all aspects of the 
planning cycle from 
conception through 
publication. 

Overview
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Overview

Data Sources & Process

SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Data Sources

Use Case 
Examples

Additional 
Resources

SAP Analytics Cloud can connect to a wide variety of data sources, to get more 
information on connecting to data sources, either with live connection or with 
acquired data, you can explore our SAP Analytics Cloud Connectivity playbook. 
Some of the most common connections to help business users plan collaboratively 
include:

Excel Based Files BPC Standard
SAP S/4 HANA 

Cloud

SAP S/4 HANA On 
Premise

SAP HANA
SAP Integrated 

Business Planning

SAP BW & SAP 
BW/HANA

BPC Embedded
Non-SAP Data 

Sources
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning End-to-End Process

Data Sources & Process

Publish the data and export to the 
data source as reestablish 

connection from SAP Analytics 
Cloud to the Data Source System.

Connect to data source specific 
artifacts and select the required 

dimensions and measures. Please 
refer to the data size limitations 

guide.

Save Model to create SAC 
Planning model. This step will import 

Master and transaction data into Model

Add required parameters / Drivers 
and re-save Model.

Schedule jobs to update master and 
transaction data.

Once the Model and data is ready, 
create planning scenarios and 

stories.

Plan the data by adjusting / 
inputting data using basic and 

advanced Planning features 
including Predictive Planning 

features.

Review and compare data e.g. actual 
vs budget and save the Planned 

data.

Use the Collaboration features and 
finalize the data.

Required. BPC has the direct write 
back functionality . Check the data 

source specific instructions for more 
information on Publish.

2

Step 1 to Step 4 - Admin/ Planning 
Professional
Step 5 to Step 9 – Planning business user
Step 10 – Admin/Planning business user

3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10

1

https://help.sap.com/viewer/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/release/en-US/11b4e5ff76eb4747bc255d7037be1f01.html
https://help.sap.com/viewer/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/release/en-US/11b4e5ff76eb4747bc255d7037be1f01.html
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In the following pages you’ll have the opportunity to explore some common use 
cases for SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning. Each of these examples references SAP 
Analytics Cloud Pre-Delivered Business Content. Here you will be able to explore 
common scenarios that are part of SAP delivered prebuilt content and learn about 
some key features of SAC Planning. Many customers have used this pre-delivered 
business content as a jumping off point for use case identification and 
development. 

SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Key Features

Financial Revenue Planning
Sales and Operations Planning 

(S&OP)

Product Cost Planning
Human Capital Planning – Salary & 

Employment Cost

Overview

Data Sources & 
Process

Additional 
Resources

Use Case Examples

https://www.sapanalytics.cloud/learning/business-content/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Financial Revenue Planning (1 of 3)

Use Case Examples

Financial Revenue planning focuses on forecasting and planning sales revenue to 
support decisions about how to allocate resources against expenses and/or 
investments in a business. This process supports determining prices and sales 
quantity planning for products and revenue calculations to make decisions on 
business investment.

Implementation within SAC

• SAC can help planning of net revenue for a certain planning period, typically for 
one calendar year and define targets for net revenue.

• The users from the sales organization do the planning against the targets. Goal 
for the planner is to achieve a reasonable plan that meets the target. This 
process can be iterative, i.e. sales planner might realize that targets can’t be 
meet. In this case target planner might adapt targets and sales planning starts 
again.
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Data Sources for Financial Revenue use case implementation within SAC:

Depending on what each customer uses as a planning solution, the target data 
could be residing in any of the following data sources:

• Data from files

• From a SAP or non-SAP on premise system including BPC, BW, S/4HANA, 
BW4HANA

• From SAP or non-SAP cloud solutions including S/4 HANA Cloud

Once the data source is identified then SAC needs to consume the data and the 
planner needs to create models in SAC to create stories and charts.

• Financial Statement Planning in SAP Analytics Cloud

• SAP Analytics Cloud Planning Help

• Guided Playlist for SAP Analytics Cloud

SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Financial Revenue Planning (2 of 3)

Use Case Examples

https://help.sap.com/viewer/48f4b4785b8e45938ac44a67be8032d9/1909.002/en-US/e9001612a50b49a684ab71fc2ad00e49.html
https://help.sap.com/viewer/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/release/en-US/0798b81f9130425389dec84e19326b93.html
https://www.sapanalytics.cloud/guided_playlists/introduction-to-planning/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Financial Revenue Planning (3 of 3)

Use Case Examples

Sample dashboards for business users:

• SAP Analytics Cloud Pre-delivered content

• How to make better decisions by Forecasting

https://www.sapanalytics.cloud/learning/business-content/
https://www.sapanalytics.cloud/resources-forecasting/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Sales & Operations Planning (1 of 3)

Use Case Examples

Sales and Operations Planning (S&OP) is a process that coordinates different areas 
of the business to meet customer demand with the appropriate level of supply.

S&OP is the creation of a unified, consensus-based business plan that enables 
organizations to control inventory costs while improving service levels.

Implementation within SAC

• The SAC stories created for Sales and Operations planning provide high level 
overview of financial targets by combining data from sales, production and 
financial business areas. This data can be compared for different product 
families, locations, customer groups and time dimensions.

• When paired with a Sales and Operations Planning tool (like SAP IBP) enterprises 
can run an end-to-end planning process across finance, commercial and supply 
chain.

• SAC provides a wide range of planning features like variance analysis to see 
gross profit for this year as compared to last year, time series analysis to see 
how revenue has trended over time and many more to help business users make 
decisions on demand management and production planning.
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Sales & Operations Planning (2 of 3)

Use Case Examples

Data Sources for S&OP use case implementation within SAC:

Depending on what each customer uses as a planning solution, the target data 
could be residing in any of the following data sources:

• SAP Integrated Business Planning (IBP)

• SAP S/4 HANA

• SAP BW or BW4HANA

• Non-SAP S&OP system

Once the target data source is identified, then SAP Analytics Cloud can help model 
the data and create actionable insights for major business decisions.

• Collaborative Planning (IBP+SAC)

https://blogs.sap.com/2019/05/17/collaborative-planning-ibp-sac/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Sales & Operations Planning (3 of 3)

Use Case Examples

Sample dashboards for business users:

• Story Name Pre-delivered content for SAC_IBP

• SAP_IBP_ MANAGEMENTBUSINESSREVIEW_DASHBOARD,

• SAP__IBP_SOP_MANAGEMENTBUSINESSREVIEW

• Additional information:

• Integration Flow between SAC and IBP Part1

• Integration Flow between SAC and IBP Part2

https://blogs.sap.com/2019/11/01/collaborative-planning-ibp-sac-technical-focus/
https://blogs.sap.com/2020/06/23/collaborative-planning-ibp-sac-technical-focus-part-2-sac-to-ibp/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Product Cost Planning (1 of 2)

Use Case Examples

Product cost planning is an area within Product Cost Controlling where you can plan 
costs for materials without reference to orders and set process for materials and 
other cost accounting objects. Product Cost Planning enables you to answer 
questions like what is most efficient for the product line and how much can a 
company lower unit cost by increasing output amongst other inquiries. 

Implementation within SAC

• Product Cost Planning involves calculating non-order-related cost of goods 
manufactured and cost of goods sold for each product unit.

• You can establish how the costs are broken down for each product, and calculate 
the value added for each step of the production process. This enables you to 
optimize the cost of goods manufactured and support make-or-buy decisions.

• In addition, product cost planning provides information for sales and profitability 
planning as part of an integrated planning process.
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Product Cost Planning (2 of 2)

Use Case Examples

Data Sources for Product Cost Planning use case implementation within SAC:

The most common data source is SAP S/4 HANA.

Sample dashboards for business users:

• Story Name Pre-delivered content for Product Cost Planning

• SAP_CO_PC_PRODCOST_INPUT

• SAP_CO_PC_GEN_PRODCOST_REPORT

• Additional information:

• Product Cost Planning in SAP Analytics Cloud

https://help.sap.com/viewer/48f4b4785b8e45938ac44a67be8032d9/1909.002/en-US/3cbd7944ee744176af6f318cb58302cb.html
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Human Capital Planning (1 of 2)

Use Case Examples

Headcount Planning is one of the most critical task for any Talent Management 
team. This focuses on ensuring that an organization has the right number of people 
with right skills in the right roles to execute the business strategy.

Implementation within SAC

• SAP Analytics Cloud Planning capabilities enable business users to draw 
additional insights from the headcount planning data to create interactive and 
engaging reports on hiring needs and salary recommendations.

• The HR story in the pre-delivered content helps to see the key HR Metrics related 
to Workforce, Headcount movement, succession management, Gender diversity, 
Average Tenure vs Performance of Exits, Employee Engagement Index.

• The Recruitment story provides Recruitment Overview, Job Requisitions by 
Country, Department and lot of other information about Employees in the 
organization.
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Human Capital Planning (2 of 2)

Use Case Examples

Data Sources for Human Capital Planning use case implementation within SAC:

The most common data source is SAP SuccessFactors

Sample dashboards for business users:

• Story Name Pre-delivered content for Employment & Salary Planning

• SAP__HR_GEN_HR

• SAP__HR_GEN_HEADCOUNT

• SAP__HR_GEN_RECRUITMENT

• Additional information:

• SAP Analytics Cloud HR use case

https://www.sapanalytics.cloud/solutions/human-resources/
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Capabilities Enabling Connection Additional Resources

Additional Resources

Top Self-Service Resources

• Planning with SAP Analytics Cloud – An Open SAP course: Explore planning 
concepts in a Self-paced learning offering. This course will provide an overview 
of the planning capabilities of SAP Analytics Cloud. Topics will include 
advanced planning, managing the planning process, predictive planning, and 
building custom planning applications. 

• SAC Help Documentation : If you’re interested in learning more about specific
solution features, this documentation provides feature by feature descriptions 
of SAC. 

• SAP Analytics Cloud Website: Make sure you keep up with the latest
information. In addition to registering for the latest product and expert session 
you can also review blogs, FAQs, learning tracks, and sign up for the SAC 
solution newsletters.

We recognize that planning can be a complicated topic. Accordingly, if you’re 
looking for some additional  guidance please have your assigned Customer 
Engagement Executive reach out to a SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Solution 
Expert for additional support.

Overview

Data Sources & 
Process

Use Case 
Examples

https://open.sap.com/courses/sac3
https://help.sap.com/viewer/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/release/en-US/11b4e5ff76eb4747bc255d7037be1f01.html
https://saphanajourney.com/sap-analytics-cloud/
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SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning Additional Resources

Additional Resources

Get a Bit More Technical

• SAC Influence portal: Have your voice heard. Influence product development by 
creating and voting on new product features.

• YouTube videos: Explore the videos in this playlist to deepen your expertise on 
specific features and capabilities within SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning.

• SAC and MS Add' in Roadmap Explorer : SAC and AO Add in Roadmap

https://influence.sap.com/sap/ino/#/campaign/884
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=SAP+Analytics+Cloud+for+Planning
https://roadmaps.sap.com/board?PRODUCT=67838200100800006884&PRODUCT=73555000100800001621&range=CURRENT-LAST#Q4%202020
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SAP is invested in your success. We hope that this Use Case Exploration 

Guide & supporting linked documentation has helped you navigate any 

questions you have on the topic. 

We recognize that this can be a complicated topic. Accordingly, if you’re 

looking for some additional  guidance please have your assigned Customer 

Engagement Executive reach out for additional support from a SAP 

Analytics Cloud for Planning Solution Expert.

Additional Adoption Guidance


